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a4 widely publicized speech
by “Johnson, was posipned

i mony. until

" award;
- slieived and forgotten.

By ROBERT 8. ALLEN and PAUL SCOTT

A mystery - shrouded change of mind by
Vice President Lyndin Johnson is causing be-
wildered consternation among officials of the
Four Froedom Foundation

Without the slightesi hint or explanation,
Johnson has decided he doesn't want the award
the liberal organization be-
siows anuually for “distine
guished service in the cause
ot (reedo.n.””
Parpcular reason for
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the 3 >

foundation  officials’  pained
perturbation  is that  last
vear the Texan agreed (o

aceept their awerd.
At that time the formal
elaborate presenlation, with

Mr. Allea

‘bienuse of the protracted session of Congress,
the -hot election batile ciimaxed by the Cuban
.missile crisis, and inability to nmiesh & date In-

¢ - to -Johnson's busy scnedule.

: It wus therefore decided to delay the cere--

this winter or spring. Recently
threc dates were proposcd o Johnson when the
desied hotel  banquet
available.

His reply was to indicate he didn't want the
that he desired the whole affalr to be

“What happens next remains to be scen!
SOME FOUNDATION officials favor appeal-
ity 1o Johnson to reconsider. Oihers, hot under
the collar, are vigotously for withdrawing the
award and offering 11 o either President Ken-
nedy or his other, the Attorney General,
Whether they would accept is not known.
Ther would have to be sounded out op lhat.
[ronically, exactly that was proposed last
vieur before the award was lagyed for John-
son. But friends of his urged it be given him

. first and “then presented to one of the Ken-

twedyvs in 1964 —— a presidential election year.
Now that neat strategy has apparently back:
Lrcd because of Johusm’s mysternous change of
ndnd.

The Your Freedoms Youndation, organuzed
i 1931 to “perpetuate the adeals of the Four
Freedoms of President Franklin D. Roosevelt,”
tn schools,  Sporsery es-
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auditorium would be

say contests and pmsents an 'aw&rd'lo A Dpa-

Monally known leater, Judge Ferdinand Pecors, .

one - time New Deal Wall Strect {nvestigator,
heads the foundatian, :

RECIPIENTS . INCLUDE former President
Truman, the late Mrs. Elcanor Roosevelt, the
late Gen. George Marshall, Dr. Ralph Bunche,
former Gov. Averell ILarriman, former Philip-
pine Ambassador Carlos Romulo, former UN
Ambassador and 1%0 Republican vice presi-
dential candidate Henry  Cabot  Lodge, and
AFILCIO President Georye Meany, - the latest
recipient.

Johnson is deeply grieved by Lhe bitter cul-
fing he got rom liberals in ahd out of Congress
in the recent protracted but futile fight to
curb [ilibusters. The militants charged him -
with ruling against them At - cmcml ghow-
downs, '

Assistant Scnnte Democt'ahc Lcader Hubert )
Humphrey, Minn., and some “other {iberais
warinly defended Johnson But that haxnt as-
suaged his unhapplne;s. B

THE WHOLE' STORY—‘Sta(e Department of- -
ficials are still quivering from ‘the jolt they :
got from -Senator Eugene McCarthy, DMinn. .-

Soon after he issued a statement sharply - .
¢riticizing the President’s handling of the clash
with General de Gaulie, one of Secretary Dean
Rusgk's aides telephoned McCarthy.

“The Secrctary would like like very much
{0 glve you a briefing on U.S. relations with
France,” explained the assistant. “The Sec-~
retary feels that would give you & better und-
crstanding of our position as regards De-
Gaulle's policy of creating an independent nu-
clear force.” ’

“All right,” replied McCarthy amiably, *1'll
set aside three days next week and you or
anyone else the Secxetary dulgnales can
come up and bried me.’

“Oh.” exclalmed the State Department of-
ficial, "all that time won't be necessary. All
I will nced i¢ about one hour.”

*In that csse don't bLother,” retorted Me-
Carthy. “To really understand De Gaulle it
will be necessary to cover at {east the last
several huncred wears of French bistory. That
should teke about three days ¥ it is done right.
It all you are prepared to present is an hour
briefing. then forget it, You can’t tell the whole
De Guaulle story in one hour or one day.”




